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To the Worſhipful 


Alexander Alchorne E ſquire | 


High Sheriff of Hampſhire. 


S I R, 
TT was. at Tour Defire that this Diſcourſe was pre- 
pared, it appeared at the Aſſizes with Tour Ap- 
probation, and now at length mn publick by Your Com- 
mand, It's aim 1s to make the Magiſtrates Duty Chri- 
ſtian, by laying before him the Relation he” bears to the 
great Mediatorial King, the Honcaurable Truſt he ts 
advanced to in his Houſhold, what Service he owes 
his Church and is capable of doing for her z in which 
conſeſts the great Dignity. of- his Office, and without 
which it would remaim Heathen ſtill. And how weak 
ſoever the performance may be, or how unfit for the 
Preſs ( for which you are anſwerable who have pro- 
moted the Publication and carried it beyond its Deſuzn) 
yet the Foundation 1 doubt not will prove good ; and- 
this weak Eſſay, if it can attain no further, may at 
leaſt provoke ſome abler hand to ſet this ſeaſonable 
Truth in a better Light, whereby ſome good may ac- 
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crue to the Publick herem, which by whomſoever con- 
veyed, will be highly acceptable (1 know) to tou, 
and to all the True Sons of the Church of England, 
particularly to 


SI R, 
Your Moſt Faithful 
and Humble Servant 


R. Farbrother. 
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Kiſs the Sim- le ft he be angry, and ye pr! iſh from 


'g he WAY. 


Fjq*AE Phllmilt here, whether by extatick 
rapture, or by the ſofter Whiſpers and 
Inſpirations of the Holy Spirit (more 

common to him) was favourd with a proſpect 

or the Meſfrah's Kingdom, of its Riſe and Pow- 
cr. A Kingdom which ſhould be the delight of 
all Mankind, as well as the Glory of their Ma- 
ker who would erect it : Over which the Infi- 
ate Father would fer his equally Infinite Son, 
who was qualify'd for a perfect Government, and 
ro ey all Mankind from his own Bounty and 

Fulneſs : and in the emanations of which God 

would ercCt to hiraſelf brighter Trophies of Glo- 

ry, and addreſs morc powerfully to the love and 
adm ration of all rational and intelligent Beings, 
tan he had done in that great Work of Crea- 

1107. 

One thing there was m this great Work vchich 
thews it to be more than Humane, a thing ſo 
unlikely 19 reaſon to come to Paſs, that it could 
never have entred into the Prophers thoughts, 
hag not ſome Being of higher rank and greater 
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foretight diſcovered it, which might Lave tempt- 
ed the Prophet t, and almoſt have excusd him 
in, the disbelief of the whole Scene. | And which 
may ſeem fo ſtrange to us, that did not our 
times produce inſtances of it more than: enough, 
we ſhould hardly belieye thoſe Hiſtories that did 
relate it, Viz. 

That when God would erect a Kingdom fo 
glorious and ſo great, redounding every way to 
the Honour and Advantage of Mankind, would 
repair our corrupted Nature and miſerable State, 
make us a gracious tender of all the Happineſs 
both of this and of a future Life; and this by 
the Wiſe and Gracious Government of his own 
Infinite Son ; who firſt ſhould ſignifie his love 
by ſuch @ ſarprifing inſtance, as to lay down his 
worthier Life a ranſom for ours, by whom alſo 
the Father would give us a moſt perfect Law, 
and make us propofals of the greateſt good. 

That yer this Kingdom of his Son, erected 
for theſe gracious purpoſes, ſhould- find violent 
oppoſition from Men ; and that not only the ru- 
der People, bur their Governours alſo ſhould con- 
ſpire againſt it, and with attempts as furious, as- 
they. were unreaſonable and vain, oppoſe the Om- 
nipoter:t Hang, and waid off the offered Mercy : 
That God thould be ſo carcful to do Man the 
greateſt Good, and Man ſhould be as diligent to 
frultrate and prevent it. This 
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This tho' by our conſtant experience 1t 15 be- 
come familiar to us ; yet, as it betrays the over- 
grown corruption of our State, ſo to any Man 
that has a competent ſenſe of thoſe Mercies, which 
the Father tenders to all Mankind in the erection 
of this Kingdom of his Son, it may juſtly ſeem 
a wonder. 

With admiration at this folly and ingratitude 
David begins this Pſalm, Why do the Heathen rage, 
and the People imagine a vain thing 2 The Kings of 
the Earth ſet themſelves, and the Rulers take coun- 
fel together againſt the Lord and againſt his Anomted, 
ſaying, let us break their bands aſunder, and caſt away 
their cords from us. Whillt yet theſe cords, were 
only the cords of love, of a love ſtronger than 
death, free and generous, and the Glory of its 
Infinite Author : And theſe Bands were the whoj= 
ſome Laws of the Goſpel, juſt and reaſonable, 
ſuch as the Magiſtrate needed not to be jealous of, 
nor the People uneaſte under ; admirably adapt- 
ed to our Nature and Condition, to make us 
happy here ; and to diſpoſe and fir us for that 
complete felicity hereafter, to bring us to which 
was the great end for which this holy Oeconomy 
and Spiritual Kingdom yas erected. 

Wherefore the Pſalmiſt to let them know how 
vain and dangerous this their oppoſition would 


| be; cells chem chat this promiſed King was the 
B 2 only 
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only Son of the High and Great Creator ; whoſe 
Scepter as 1t was right, 1o it was Divine too, would 
extend ics Dominion over all Nations, and break 
in pieces all that ſhould oppoſe it. 

And becauſe he foreſaw that this oppoſition 
would chictly be formed by Princes and Magi- 
{traces, therefore he addreſles to them, to per- 
{wade them as a conſequence of all this, to pay 
a. voluntary Homage and loving ſubmiſſion to 
this great Prince, to promote his Government, 
and to ſeek his fayour. Kiſs the Son left he be 
angry, and ye periſh from the way. 

Before I come to form my Exhortation, it 
may be neceſlary (and I ſhall do ic briefly) firſt 
to explain the terms, and to ſhew, who are the 
Perſons ſpoken to, who this S-z or the Perſon 
ſpoken of, what it is to kſs the Son, and what is 
meant by periſhing from the way. 

1. Who the Perſons here exhorfed are, appears 
from v. 10. Be wiſe zow O ye Kings, be mſtrutted 
Je Judges of the Barth; ſerve the Lord. with fear, 
and. rejoyce with trembling : Kiſs the Sm, &c.. An- 
ſwerable to that v. 2. The Kings of the Earth ſet 
themſelves, and the Rulers take counſel together ; which 
we find applyd, AE. 4. to Herod and Pontius Pi- 
late, the Rulers of the Jews, the Elders and Scribes 
whilſt they were forming their feyeral Oppoſitions 
and Perſecutions againſt Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 

So 


ee. 
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So that by Kings and Rulers 1n the ſecond y. 
that oppos'd this Mzſſas and his Kingdom, by 
Kings and Judges in the 10th. v. that are exhor- 
ted to a better carriage, to ſubmit to this Govern- 
ment and to keſs the Son ; are meant Magiitrates of 
all ranks ; not only Kings the Supreme, but all 
fubordinare Magiſtrates alſo, to which 1s com- 
nutred in any degree the execution of the Laws: 

2]Iy. Who this Son 1s? The ancient Jeves make 
no queſtion of it, but this was meant of the Meſ- 
fras the Son of God ; and we find the Apoſtles 
arguing from it amongit the. Jews of their time 
without any contradiction, which ſhews it to be 
the known and approved ſenſe amongſt them, 
but the modern |eyvs fince, who had occaſion 
ro argue againſt che Mine, or Hereticks (as they 
opprobrioutly call'd the Chriſtians) and che So- 
emmans, Who like not to hear ſo much of che 
Son of God, and of his Inheritance ; are content 
that David only himſelf ſhould bc here intended. 

Whereas the Son, {1mply as in the Text, or 
the Son of God, as in v. 7. The Lord hath faid 
unto me thou art my Yon ; does properly denote the 
only Begotten and Eſfcatial Son of God, and 1s 
never found in Scripture, when intended of one 
ſimgle Perſon to {ignific otherwiſe ; and Heb. 1, 
4. the Apoſtle proves that it could agree to none 


elſe: To which of the Angels ſaid he at any 
time, 
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ime, Thou art my Son, this day have 1 begotten thee. 

The like challenge to which we may make ; to 
which of the Kings of {ſrae/ did he fay ? 4k of 
me and 1 ſhall grve thee the Heathen for thine Inhe- 


ritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the Earth for thy 
poſſeſſn. 

Can that v. 11. agree to any other than this 
Eternal Son ? ſerve the Lord with fear, and rejoyce 
with trembling 3 or eſpecially that in the latter part 
of this 12th. v. If his wrath be kindled yea but a 
Little, bleſſed are all they that put their truſt in him : 
Now to truſt in any thing but God only, was 
an abomination to him, Jer. 17. 5. Thus ſaith the 
Lord, curſed be the Man that truſteth in Man ; which 
not only proves that this Soz was the Son of God; 
but alſo that he was truly God, the only proper 
object of our Truſt and Reliance : Which I think 
is a ſufficient argument againſt the preſent Jews ; 
as well as this, and the frequent and expreſs ap- 
plication of this Pſalm, and of this title of Sor in 
it, to the Meſſuus the Son of God in the New Te- 
ſtament, 1s a ſufficient Proof againſt all that call 
themſelves Chriſtians, that it is Chriſt the Son of 
God, the great Medzatorial King that is here ſpo- 
ken of. 

31y. What it is to kiſs the Sm 2 A kiſs ancient- 
ly amongſt Chriſtians was a token of their mu- 
tual charity, commonly uſed by them before the 


Com- 
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Communion, and in the cloſe of their Prayers ; 
amoneglt Friends, of Fanuliarity and Benevolence :. 
from Subjects to their Prince, of Reyerence and 
Subjection :. and to God or Idols (which were 
ſupposd by their Worſhippers to be Gods) it 
was a token of Adoration, Love, and Obedience : 
And this ſignification it bore, not only in the n- 
{ages of the Perftans and Fews and other Oriental 
Nations ; but alſo of the Greeks and Romans. 

In the O/d Teſtament we find not, that properly 
taken, it was either enjoyn'd or us im the Service - 
of God, but only of Idols ; to which there was a 
twofold manner of application by it ; to kifs the 
Idol, if they were permitted and could reach it : 
or elſe to kiſs their hand inſtead of it, and - with - 
reſpect to it. The firlt could not be done to the: 
Invitible Perfon, and the ſecond he had no where : 
required, but thar it was an uſual rite, in the idol: 
Worſhip, we find (which gives us ſufficient light 
into the Phraſe) 1 Kengs 19. the number which. 
God had reſerved to himſelf, were every Knee that | 
had not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth that 
had not kiſſed him; and Hof. 13. Let them that: 
ſacrifice kiſs the Calves ; and this was a joyning + 
themſelyes to the Idol, and a Profeftion of all re- - 
ligious Duty to him. 

This uſage we find alſo in that yery ancient 
Book of Job, ch. 31. If 1 beheld the Sun when it 

fomed, 
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fhined) or the Mon walkzag 1 in brightneſs, and my heart 
hath b:zen ſecretly enticed, or my mouth hath kf 4 my 
hand, ---- then 1 fhiuld hae denied the God toat ts 
above ; this would have been a Profeſhon of all 
religious honour rowards thoſe Creatures, and a 
denying of the True God. 

From hence and the ciy1! uſe of it together, 
ghe word got :nco the facred Poems, particularly 
the Pſalms and Canticles ; Changing irs {1gnifca- 
tion, to denote, inftead of tne Action, the Duty 
and Afﬀection f15:21tied and © expreſt by it: And 
accordingly to kiſs ; the Son, is with the higheſt AF- 
feftion and moſt ardent Love; to own i him for 
OUr King, being ready to perform to him all Ho- 
iy Adoration, Honour, Service, and Subjection. 

4thly. What we ought to underftand by per:ſh- 
ng from the way. Fro the right or juſt waz, fay 
the Sepruaginr, and our old Tranſlation, (ie) leſt 
you = 7% Or err from, the way preſcrib'd in the 
Goſpel,leſt this Son of God in his 075 vic are leave 
You deſtirute of his Grace and Guidance ; either 
that his Church ſhould be withdrawn from you, 
Or YOU ſeparated and ſeduc'd from his Church. 

S$ that che ſenſe of ritie whole, or the Exhor- 
tation here made 1s to this effect, That the Fa- 
ther having given all Power and Dominion to his 
Son, and for moſt gracious ends made him the 
Head over ail things : That che Magiſtrate ſhould, 

eſpecially 
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eſpecially in his publick Capacity, expreſs all poſ- 
ſible Love and Adoration to this great King, leſt 
he provoke him to withdraw his Grace and Gui- 
dance ; and ſo both the Magiſtrate, and the Peo- . 
ple through hi neglect, ſhould be drawn or dri- 
ven from their due ſubjection ro that Spiritual 
Government, and (o forfeit the privilege, and in- 
cur the penalties thereof. Kiſs the Son leſt he be* 
angry, and ye periſh from the way. 

From which words thus explain'd I ſhall raiſe 
theſe three enquiries. 

I. How Magiſtrates as ſuch are concern'd with 
chis exalted King the Son of God. K!ſs the Son. 

IT. What he does expect of them in this their 
publick Capacity, that they may approve them- 
{elves to him and avoid his anger. Kzſs the Son 
left he be angry. 

HI. How they may belt ſecure themſelyes from 
this particular effeEt of his diſpleaſure, of being 
depriv'd of his Grace and Guidance, or having 
his Church remov'd from them, or they ſeduc'd 
from the Church. Kiſs the Son leſs he be angry, 
2nd ye periſh from the way. 

I. Then how Magiſtrates as fuch are concern'd 
w:th this exalted King the Son of God ? Kiſs the 
Son, Where I ſhall firſt ſhew the Nature of his 
Kingdom, and 2ly. The Magiſtrates concern an it. 

AS 
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i{t. As to the Nature of his Kingdom ; He, as 
the Son of God, has an otiginal Right accrues to 
him, as the Maker of all things, and fo as Lord 
and Govertor of all ; and fo all Honour and Obe- 
dience was duc to him from all capable Beings, ſo 
ſoon as they came from under his Hand, and had 
cheir Being beſtow'd upon them ; and this is an 
abſolute Deſpotick Dominion, inherent in him to- 
gether with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, that 
one God, by whom all things were made : which 
will always remain to him, fo long as there are 
Men or Angels, or any of his Handy-work to be 
governed by him. 

This Government he exercis d (according to his 
Infinite PerfeEtion and Holineſs) with exaCt Re- 
Etitude and Wiſdom : Atmp in purſuit of that 
great end of his own Glory, to magnifie his Good- 
neſs and Wiſdom towards Man, the ſupreme In- 
habitant of this lower World, which he had not 
preſently upon his firſt Production adyanc'd (as he 
had done the Angels) to the utmoſt height of cre- 
ated Dignity, of ſeeing his Face, and miniſtring in 
his Preſence. Yet into his Earchly Body he had 
Breath'd a Soul capable of all this : and had pro- 
yided the Earth for his Habitation ; Not ſuch a 
deſpicable point as our New Theoriſts would make 
it ; though ſmall m compariſon of thoſe Globes of 
Light, 
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Light, wiuch he had made to adorn, and wait 
upon it, ad to inform Man (whom he had made 
capable of contemplation) what Glory and Adora- 
tion was due to his Maker, and to cheriſh this dar- 
ling Creature, with their Light and Influence. 
Man was made innocent and Good : and thus far 
the Son of God was invelted with no other Power, 
than that Original One, founded in his Creation 
and Providence. 

But when Man fell, and corrupted his own Na- 
ture, expoling himſelf to the pumtive Juſtice of 
God, and had ſet himſelf by the Rebellion he had 
commutted, and by the diſorder he had contracted, 
at 4 wider diſtance from that end for which God 
had made him ; the Holy Preſence and Happy 
Enjoyment of his Maker : Then, to reſcue Man, 
was a Work worthy of God, and in which he 
would ſhew himfelf as far ſurpaſſing his Creatures 
in adorable Goodneſs, as he was im Power, and 
fo as fit an object of Love, as he was of thar Ho- 
mage and Subjection. 

This gracious 'Office the Son of God under- 
' takes; a New Covenant 1s hereupon made with 
Man, and this Son of God anade the Sponſor of 
itz wWhuch at firft conſiſted but in Promiſes, 
Types, and Umbrages ; but vert prov'd efte&tua] 
even then, ro reform ſome of theſe degenerate 

C72 | Crea- 
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Creatures, and. by an anticipation of the future 
Sufferings to bring them to the intended Glory. 

In-which his undertaking we may ſuppoſe a 
new Dominion to accrue to him ;- not as God, 
to whoſe Fullneſs there could be no ſuch acceſ- 
fion, but as Mediator which he had now: taken up- 
on him to be ; and thus he call'd Abraham, and 
gave Laws tothe Jews, and immediately preſided 
oyer them, by vertue of this acquir'd Dominion ; 
which Authority, tho' it reſided in him who was 
God, and as yet only God, yet it did not reſide in 
him as God, but as Mediator which he was about 
to become. | 

And he ſeems not yet to be poſſelt of his 
whole Kingdom, giving to [ſrae/ only a kind of 
Municipal Laws, which. did not extend -to, nor 
were 1ntended for thoſe his whole Dominions, 
which originally belonged to him as God, nor 
which as Mediator he ſhould afterwards poſleſs. 

But when he actually rook upon him our Na- 
ture, engag d in, and had perform'd that part of 
tus Office, which was incumbent upon him to do 
upon Earth; when he had Jaid the- Foundation of 
tus Church, promulg'd his Law, ſuffer d Death, 
and was Riſen again and aſcended into Heaven ; 
Then he had the full of this adventitious Domi- 
110n conferr'd upon him as Man, or rather as Me- 

diator 
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diator God and Man : In which capacity, v:z. of 
Man as well as God, the Father delegates to him, 
and depoſits with. him the whole Government ; 
as with Power. to ſend the Holy Ghoſt to ſuper- 
intend -.the Aﬀairs of. his Church, to act. as the 
ſupreme Mzmfter and Viceroy of his Kingdom : So 
with complete and abſolute Authority, over all the 
Orders of Angels, and over all Spiritual Powers 
good or bad ; over all the Powers of the Earth, 
whether they were C:v:/ or Eccleſiaſtical ; and oyer 
the whole Creation, and all the Powers and Agen- 
cies thereof whether Pol/ztick or Natural : That he 
ſhould govern all things ; and ſhould finally com- 
_ plete this his Undertaking, and cloſe chis his happy 
Reign with Judgment and Eternal Diſtributions. 
Thus after his Sufferings and. Exaltation, we 
find it one great part of the Apoſtles buſineſs to 
proclaim this his Royal State and Kingly Autho- 
rity. That God hath exalted him, and given him 
a Name that is  above.every Name, at which every 
Knee ſhould bow of things. im. Heaven, and . things in 
Earth, and things under the Barth, and that. every 
Tongue ſhould confeſs that Feſus Chriſt 1s Lord. That 
he 1s above all things ; That in all things be hath the 
Preeminence ; and particularly, Eph. 1. 21. That 
God hath ſet him at his own right Hand in Heavenly 
Places, far above all Principality, and. Power, and 
Meght, . 


——— 
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Mrght, aud Dommon, and every Name that is named, 
not only m this World but alſo in that which 1s to come, 
and hath put all things under hrs feet, and gave him to be 
the Head over all things to ns Church, which us hus Body, 

In which words there are two thmgs, which if 
well conſidered, will folve this wkole Enquiry : 
1{t. That he 2s above all Principality, and Power, and 
Might, and Dominion, even in this World, as well as 
in that which is to come ; and 2ly. That he's thus 
made the Head over all things to his Church, or 
for the good and benefit of has Church : 

From the firſt it appears, That the Magiltrate 
has his Authority from him, and acts by his 
Conmiſſton ; the Supreme Magiſtrate :mmedzate- 
ly, and the Subordinate, medzately, and by his m- 
rerventton ; bur that abſolutely there can be no 
Authority, but what ts denv'd from this Foun- 
tain and Head of all Authority : That when he 
faid, Render to Ceſar the things that are Ceſars, he, 
as a new advanced King Tenew'd the Pattent of 
all Temporal Powers, which ftmce they hold on- 
ly under tum. 

ly. Chriſt this Son of God, being inveſted ' 
with this Umverſal Dominion, and Amuthoriry., 
for the good of the Chnnch ; for the fake of 
which he undertook his Office of Meduator, 
and ro the good of which he wholly directs 
2 every 
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every Branch of that Office ; whatſoever Power 
he, as Medator, does any where delegate, he 
does it to this end, That, that Power may in 1ts 
kind be ſerviceable to his Church. Which ſthews, 

2ly. The Magiſtrates concern in this King- 
dom. For it follows from hence, that every one 
that wears his Commiſſion, is obligd to attend 
diligently to the end for which it was delign'd, 
and to manage his Authority to all the advantages 
thereof that he can ; for therefore 1s this Power. 
given him ; for it cannot be ſuppos'd that Chriſt 
having receiv'd this Authority from the Father, 
for the good, and advantage of his Church, 
would delegate it upon any other condition, or. 
to any other wholly diflerent end. ; 

Which we may be ſomewhat more confirm'd 
in by conſidering, that the Church is there faid 
to be his Body ; which nut betoken a great and 
endearing tie and relation betwixt them, as there 
is betwixt the Head and the Members ; and tho 
this Unian be not Natural, but Myſtical and 
Spiritual, neither do we comprehend the Nature 
of it, what it is now, much leſs what it wall 
be hereafter : Yet: we know that the Principle of 
this Union is the Holy Ghoſt, and this great 
King has ſignified himſelf to be linked to the 
Members of his Church in fuch ſtrict Bands, as 


no: Union upon Earth, either Natural or Moral 
| can 


Om Fe Sn Ree nm an 


IO A Sermon Preached at the 


can juſtly repreſent : He {tiles chem his Children, 


his Brethren, his Friends, and his Spouſe 3 which 


are the {tricte(t of all Moral ties, and there 1s 
nothing upon Earth more endearing, 

When by Natural Similitudes he would expreſs 
this their nearneſs to him, they are ſuch as hardly 
admit even of a numerical DiſtinCtion ; as the 
Vine and the Branches, the Head and the Members, 
Bone of his Bone, he calls them, and Fleſh of bis Fleſh, 
and intimates his deſign to be, to make them here- 
after one with himſelf and with his Father. 

Now the Church being a Soctety of Men to 
which this great King 1s thus intimately united, 
which have entred into Covenant with him, en- 
gag'd to perform ſtrict and ſincere Allegiance to 
him, and to maintain Charity and Communion with 
one another, in order to their glorifying him 
here, and becoming the Trophies of his Love 
hereafier : and this Society being capable of much 
adyantage, or hindrance from the Civil Magi- 
itrate 3 and the Magiſtrate having this Power 
and Authority by which he aCts, from this Son 
of God, as Meatatorial King (for under that for- 
mality 'tis given to him, and fo alfo he imparts 
it) it appears that the Magiſtrate hath a great 
concern in this Kingdom, .to execute the Power 
he has receiy'd to the good thereof. 

For 
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:Hox the good: of:the: Churchu"was'the: only di di- 
cock and a rastiaes end for which this: Midiato- 
read.) Kingdons' (was erected; and" therefore 28ll the 
Powers of that” Kingdom muſt 'have an'Eye arid 
Tendency to that End, and this being an end 46 
pleaſing'co chis-great King, muſt ftir'up aſuirable 
zeal for it,in all choſe thathave-any'regard for Hitt. 

The» immediate and » proper end of "Civil -Go- 
vernment. is indeed che ſafety and: happine of 
Society ; bur ris a great error to-think that this 
is the only end of it, and all that" the Magiſtrate 
has:incumbencupon him; this-is/only {ir} order 
co/a fiirther and more worthy ' end;- to? ſerveheve- 
by that great Lord who has given him this Au- 
thority, and to promote the Intereſt of this King- 
dom: for-the: fake of which:he had this Autho- 
rity: conferr.d upon him: And as the- aſt 'and: 
conſummatory Regal: AEt of this Mediatorial 
Kzzg . will-be to..judge; confidered as. a Publick 
Perſon, he will be found-the greateſt Friend'its 
that. Government, which" has moſt DANA rnd 
promoted: the Intereſt thereof. 

So that the Magiſtrate may be fuppoſed to: k! ff 
thecSmy as he:is»here :exhorted ; when he- looks 
apon. himfelf:! as':a Minſter of: this Kingdini, and 
with the greateſt ' application! of -minds' aſairabls 
ro that Love and Reverence which is Uue to this 
great. Kong, takes the Intereſt of this Kingdom 
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ta: be. the great concern. of tys Office, the great- 
et. end-for which he carne into. the: Wiorkd, and 
that the Glory and, Excellency, of his Character: 
conliſts in this, that it gives him. the grateful op- 
portunities of bearing a part 1n this great Work. 
». What theſe opportunities are will fornewhac 
appear. from--my fecond: Enquiry: which is this ; 
-» IJ. What "this Son of God: does. expect of them 
ia their Publick Capacity, that: they may approve 
themſelves to him, and. ayoid his Anger. K!/s the 
Sar: leſt: he be angry, ooo ooo. | 

-, He expects.then in general, that by am impar- 
tial and vigorons: uſe of that Sword; that he has 
put into their Hands, they thould encourage Ver- 
te and reſtrain, Vice. 

'Ehere. are. two, reaſons why the Magiſtrate 
ſhould be- eſpecially, careful' of his Duty: at this 
time (which might ſerve as my. Apology, if I 
needed one, for this my particular application. to. 
him. at- this opening of the Circa; ) The firſt 
appears Deurt. 2 3. 9» W hen. the Hoſt. goeth forth: Am. 
gamſt thine Enemies, then- keep thee frond every wick- 
ed, thing : This is enunently our caſe, as no one 
needs to be told. And the ſecond.is; the: too ob- 
Vous carruption.of manners, and viſible decay of 
Veitue and Goodneſs amongſt us. + | 

The firſ# ſhews, it to be a ſeaſon for reforma-: 
tion. of manners, and: the ſecond that they want 
} much 
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much to' be reform'd 5 and both s ellen giye'us 
ach's proſpeft”'of” theahger'or this $9n, © avit of 
our! datiget} 28” erty otic th his Seativn” Guld 
'be diligent to'divert, *and*'do. what! he Gan '$6- 
wards the-appealihig a this gn King, Upon 

-Whonl alone'all out" (afety ;Jots end ;. 'and hete, 

particulitly 'hb-ckprcts' &f the Me che: chat i 
ſhould advance the Inttreſt of the Hivly Kin ngdom 

he has ſet"up;”" by" the promoriort of Fertur,” and 


reſtraining 6f View, -»/ 
' How miteh this will 'contluce to Ota ent,” F 


ſhall: (hewW'fir ep and” 21y. Hythe” MagiMizte 
may feb 1 210 Peg 

5k How far- the! promotion of Pirme; and ex- 
tifpation" of: Fee by-4 vigorais brmeiry of the 
Laws; mdy'ferve-the Trrare(t of "this" MedejHirial 
Kirigdom' vF the Soni bf Gbd, ""\tiay be "een"if2s 
alſo; the” Magiſtrares concern'-in that "Kingdom 
which 1 dif ated before) -by comparing the Laws 
of our Nation,” with' thoſe of this great King of 
Heaven ; for F far as theſe [Laws th Iree, {6 Far 
in promoting the one; "you advance the other alſo - 
and ro'promote the keeping 'of his Lawvs is. to 
projnote 'the-Intereſt of 'his Kingdom, wnnge 
to bring 45 many as 'cati 'be prevaild * wy pn, by 
obedience here to 'be happy hereafter. © 

Now his Laws ate a complete Cont if 


of all chin is/juſt and' Ma 45h , and fit 5, Man 
371. wy” 0 
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to do, which diſplay. ro. us the greatelt Good- 
: nels,; ſuired exactly cO. QUE: condigion: and circum- 
\ ttances, and. particularly. furniſhing 1 us. with. the 
"belt. and. mott, perfect. .. Rules: of, living): fit for 
God to.. requzre and. Man. to. perform, compor- 
ting with.the Glory..of the;ove, and. the Happi- 


jb EA the atber ; and; alſo perfectly whuſted- to 


enchit:of Civil-Socicties,j . /* . - 
"He. that looks diligenly i into the. I av af his 


2 3) RAE Kingdom contain'd 1 the New Teſta- 


ment,., Will: find, (to..che confirmation of - their 
Trach, -and che. Honour, of -their, Author, ) that 
they make up a Rule of Practice of: the greatelt 
Perfection, proper to.make-the obſervers of them, 


D9oe' and. ans Hoth here and: Ws pt .xe- 
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lovely, —-- of good report, === are Vertuous and wor- 
th Dp. of true commendation. Sych. 8, che! Laws of 
bis Kingdom. 


\Now., (1 chanks. tor the Grace, of God; and the 
Wifdom. of our Anceſtors) . our "National Laws 
differ little from thefe;; our Lawgiyers having 


piouſly. taken, their Pattern and DixeCtions: from 
theſe Laws of -QUr Medaator, eſpecially as to Ver- 


we and Vice; the great Concerns of both. King- 
doms ; and that with. as little difference as the 


Nature 
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Nacure' of theſe Kingdoms would well permit, 
-enjoyning 'and prohibiting all along the ſame A- 
Ctions.: And altho' this. be done from different 
Principles, the-one of Reaſw, the other of Revc- 
latio, under a different cognifance, one taking 
account of the outward ACtions only, the other 
of the Heart and Aﬀections, and differ as much 
in the Nature and Degree of their Sanctions : 
Yet commanding the ſame thing,and each in their 
way enforcing it, they are murually helpful one to 
another. | 

On the one part, theſe Laws of our great 
Mediator, were they univerſally obſerv'd, would 
do in a manner all the Buſineſs that Humane 
Laws are intended to do : The King then would 
need no Guards, nor the People any Magna Char- 
ta, there would be no Rebellion, nor Oppreſ- 
ſion, nor any Invaſion of the Rights either of 
God or Man, but Vertue would be every Man's 
Gudezand: every Man's Defence. So that the Ma- 
giſtrare. has no wrong done him by the ſetting 
up of this Kingdom, but has great reafon to 
propagate Chriſtianity, were it only for the ſake 
of that Peace and good Order, the proper end 
of his Function, which it would produce. 

So on the other part, where Humane Laws arc 
executed with that vigour, which the naughti- 
nels of . the Times requires (for the Laws are 
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inade for che lawleſs. and diſobedient); fo: far 'as 


Vertue is encouraged, and Vice ſuppreit; fo. far 


the Buſineſs of Chrilt's Kingdom ts. done: alfo:: 


And alcho there 15 more requir'd- to .make; Men 


true Chriſtians, than the correCting of fome viit- 
ble Faults: Yer it 15 ſomewhac-even;tochave gone 
thus far ; the contagion. of: theur 1 example by 
which others might have been/1nfected is.remwv'd, 
and the Offender himſelf is: brought: co forme 
thought and ſobriety, and fome taite, of mora- 
liry, which by che Grace of God he may: ;tall: m 
love with, it may ripen':in him in time to:@full 
converſion, and fo he may become a ſound: Mem- 
ber of Chriſt's Kingdom, who was ſcarce a tol- 
lerable one of the Common-wealth before:: -- -. 
Beſides, there are not a few anionglt :us that 
chuſe to follow a Multitude,- and to live after the 
example of the greater number ; the great Bane 
of our Nation at this time, where Vice. and 4- 
theiſm are like to carry it in [the Poll, and to 
vote Men out of their _ and Morals ; and 
what they want 1n number they make up in 
noiſe and appearance which ſeryes. the turn as 
well : God is Blaſphemd aloud,. his Authority 
contemn'd, and his Word ridicul'd, Luſt is ;plo- 
ryd in, Immorality made a Badge of: Honour, 
and others led away by the example: Now if 
the Sword of Juſtice did {mite theſe Scorners, 


the 
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the fimple: that are fo ready to follow them would 
beware, and avoid: thoſe Paths which they faw 
diſcouraged. by the beſt of Men, and duly re- 
warded with Shame and Puniſhment. To'con- 
ſider then. 

. 2ly. How this-may be done. 

In order to which it is neceſſary in the firſt 
place, that che. Magiſtrate poſſeſs. his Breaft with 
2 Love and awe of thus great. King, and/ keep 
teddy to the Rules of Vertue and Religion 
himſelf ; the firſt will give him Zeal, and: the 
fecond Authority in this: great Work. 

His Love will make the- concern his own, and 
he will not difffert'nor be lukewarm in that cauſe, 
which. the Son of God died: to-promote. ;: it wilh 
make him- to. watch: all opportunities of advan- 
cing the Honour, and doing the: pleaſure: of. his 
great Lord. 

And his regular Life will procure him: an e-- 
ſteem amoneglit all forts of Men, and' make” his. 
endeavours the more effeCtual ; whilſt: the: good 
love: him, and the: evil, cannoc help it but: they: 
mult. reverence and: fear him ; for: Vice is always 
ſneaking. and: cowardly, ſhrinks and: is: our of 
countenance at the: ſight: of goodnefs,. eſpecially: 
when. it- has the advantage: of Eminence and\ Au-. 
thority : The Crinunal: {tands condemn'd before 
his Sentence is paſt,. and: at the: Preſence of- ſuch 


Pd 


Ts CI, mY WITTY Oe Kaas 


24 A-Sermon Preached at the 


a. Magiſtrate, his Reaſon and Conſcience are 'a- 
waked, and his vapid ingenuity reſtord'tq vigor, 
he feels in himſelf the Force of Juſtice and' the 
Folly of Offending. ; 

Whereas if the Magiſtrate ſhould be notori- 
ouſly Wicked, the Offender would blame not 
his Crimes but - his Fortune, which whullt the «- 
ther ſat upon. the Bench, brought him to - the 
Bar, where of right they ought both to have 
ſtood. The Law is all Penalty, and the Sen- 
tence receiv d with regret when adminiſter'd with 
a Wicked Hand : *'Tis hard to ſuffer from ones 
own Party, this 1s ingroſling of V ice, and looks 
like a perſonal Pique, that he ſhould puniſh the 
- Offender,that loves the Offence. Solomon thought 
the good life of a Magiſtrate,” to be a' conſtant 
exerciſe of Juſtice, - and+ a Satyr againſt Vice, 
when he tells us, Proverbs 28. That they that  for- 


fake the Law praiſe the wicked, but ſuch as keep the 


Law-contend 'with them. | | 
_-Suppoſing then that the Magiſtrate '/himſelf 
willkeep the Law. and give a good example in 
his own Perſon'; as knowing well that he himſelf 
mutt be judged by this King.of Kings; who ac- 
ceptcth-not the Perſons of 'Princes. | 

What 41s more ' expected of -him is 3: that-he 
ſhould be diligent, juſt and impartial in che exe- 
cution- of his Office; that: he ſhould anſwer his 
Chara- 


Aſſizes at Wincheſter. 


Character, to be a terror to evil Works, and that 
both .in ſmall and great Perſons too whoſe ex- 
ample 1s more malignant ; with equal Zeal at 
leaſt againtt Blaſphemy and Profaneneſs, the di- 
rect oppugners of Chrilt's Kingdom, as 2gamit 
Maurther and Theft, the difturbers of the Fub- 
lick Peace and Satety : That he would -mind char 
£is the Cauie of God that he is aCting in, and 
would doit no otherwiſe than he would have it 
to appear when he 1s giving his Accounts before 
that great King : That he is ſet over Men, that 
have Immortal Souls, and an Ecernal Intereſt to 
be ſecur'd, to which:a due execution of the Laws 
may contribute very much : That he's fallen in- 
to thoſe times, in which his diligence and cou- 
rage are necellary, where threatmng judgments 
call ,for Reformation, where great Men as well as 
ſmall want to be reformed, and a more than or- 
dinary deluge of Wickednels is to be ſtopped. 
He ſhould confi1der, that where Providence 
gives a liberal Education and a great Eftare, ris a 
Qualification, and a Salary roo, for the diſcharge 
of ſome greater Duty ; and therefore in the fear 
of God, he ſhould wait upon that Cffice to which 
the Divine Providence, and the Laws .of the 
Land have caild him, ſtudying the Laws, and 
readily taking cogniſance of- all . proper cauſes;; 
- E ſearching 
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ſearching out the cauſe that he knew not,and nor: 
waiting too long for. formal Impeachment ; an. 
obſtruction of Juſtice which Solomon ſharply re- 
proyes in his time, Prov. 24-.1f thou ſayeſt behold I 
knew it not ; doth not he that pondereth the heart con- 
feder it, and he that keepeth thy Soul, doth not he know 
it 2 and. ſhall not he reward every Man according to 
bis Works 2 That where new Vices ſpring up, (in 
this prolifick Age) thoſe that have a hand in the 
making of our Laws, would take care to provide 
againſt them.. | 

I do. not pretend to inſtruct the Magiſtrate in 
theſe: known things, but only to exhort him to 
a iconſcientious Practice of them.; by which, be- 
{ides the eminent Service he will do his Country, 
he will promote the Intereſt of Chriſt's King- 
dom, and pazyert the anger of the.Son of God, 
who has calld him to this Truſt and Dignity in 
his Houſhold. And fo: I proceed to my 
: HI. Enquiry, how the Magiſtrate may moſt 
effectually ſecure both himſelf and thoſe under 
his care, from this particular effe&t of the Sons 
diſpleaſure 5 that either the Church ſhould be 
remoyd from them, or they feduc'd from the 
Church. 

The Magiſtrates care to maintain Society, and 
to promote Moral and Political Yertues, is (as 
pes | I have 
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I have ſhewd) a good ſtep towards, and a pre- 
paring the Soy] for, Vertues that are Spiritual, 
a diſpoſing the Kingdoms of Men, to become the 
Kingdoms of Chriſt. - 
And it is certain alſo, that where Men live 
under a vigilant and regular Government, are ac- 
cuſtomed to feel the force of Laws, and to pay 
2 due deference to Temporal Powers ; their 
Minds will be leſs wanton and better diſpogd to 
ſubmit to a Spiritual Authority. This is the ge- 
neral part of the Magiſtrates Duty towards this 
great King. | 
But here, is a more ſpecial one, in which this 
Mediatorial King is more nearly concern'd'; -the 
defence, and proteCtion of his Church. ; 
; That this is the thing chiefly intended in the 
Text, no one can well doubt if he conſiders the 
Plalm.: how Kings and Rulers are firſt reprov'd 
for oppoſing this Anointed of God im the buil- 
ding and propagating of his Church: and then 
after the Nature of this Church or Kingdomiof 
the Mefſias, and its extent are declar'd, Kmgs and 
udges of the Earth are commanded to ferve in 
chis Church with fear, and to perform alf Joying 
and reſpectful Duty to the Son, Teſt they periſh 
from the way : Now if the Magiſtrates of the 
- Zews, that threatned and perſecuted thoſe- that 
FU] E 2 Preached 


” ns. EY "ng 


28 4 Sermon Preached at the 
Preached the Word and opposd the firſt Buil- 
ding of Chrilt's Church, if thoſe were of char 
number that ſet themſelves againſt this God's A- 
nointed : Then, to ſupport and defend, and in 
their way to propagate his Church, to be nur- 
Fathers to it, and to take all care that his 
Truth and Worſhip be cheriſhed amongſt us, 
is here meant by Kiſſog the Son leſt they periſh from 
the Way. | + T4 
; *Tis caſte to obſerve, that when God is pro- 
voked to puniſh either a Nation or particular 
Perſons, he frequently does 1t by themſelves, brings 
the eyil he inflicts our of their own miſcarriages, 
and makes their own Sin the Inſtrument (as all 
Sin is naturally fitted to. be) as well as the meri- 
torious cauſe of their Puniſhment ; as Sloth is 
puniſhed with Want , Sedition- threatned with 
the Sword, &c.- and therefore the Magiſtrate is 
properly exhorted here to take care of the Church 
leſt he be depriv'd of it. 
The Magiſtrates negle& of the Church, the 
withdrawing his neceſſary care of its protectian 
and defence, has both a Moral and Natural efficacy 
towards the producing this effect. 
As the want of that regard and: care for it 
which 1s due, may juſtly be expected to provoke 
this great King co withdraw ſuch a mercy, where 
it. 
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it 1s fo little deſerved; and fo 1ll treated; So: when 
the Government of a Nation neglects to reſtrain 
the oppolitions that ariſe againfi the Church, and 
to interpoſe their Authority ui its defence and pro- 
tection ; it 1s. very natural (in this looſe Age) that 
it ſhould either degenerate into Profaneneſfs, or 
elſe be over-run, .and ſubverted by its Sc:ſmatical 
Oppoſers. + | 
In thoſe better times, whilſt Chriſt, -and that, 
Authority he had lodged in the Church, were 
reyerd ; the Cenſures of the Church were of 
tchemſelyes more ſufficient for its Support and 
Preſervation: And yet thoſe Cenſures, even ther. 
wanted not a punitive, and vindifive Power,which 
God (to ſupply the defect of the Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrate) inflicted either immediately himſelf, or By 
ſome inviſible Miniftry. [7 ale ip 

And as God has aftorded him this precedent to 
direct his carriage in that vacancy, as he had 
that of the Kings of [ſrae/ before, and of the 
Chriſtian Princes afrerwards ; So 'tis very certain, 
that the greater decay: there is, of true; -Piery; 
(which in theſe latter days-our Saviour has given 
us reaſon to expect) the more need the Church. 
has of a zealous and, vigilant Magiſtrate for. -her 
Defence... | ao A (94:5 
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Now. which, ' atnongft this . great variety of 
S:&s, is''the Church to- which the - Magiſtrate 
owes this Defence, I need not to: be:long in tel- 
ling you : - What Church can-it.be ſuppos'd the 
Magiltrate ſhould protect bur the Church eſtab- 
liſhed by the Law ?: Neither need I inſiſt, that 
the ſoundneſs of her De&r:me., and the excellen- 
cy of her Inſ#ttutzons, have been allow'd by the 
moſt Learned Miniſterwf. the Foreign Reformed 
Churches, and prov'd by thoſe . of her own. 1 
may ealily take ic for granted that our Magi- 
ſtrates believe all chis, ' who, as a legal Rualifica- 
tion, have receiv'd the Holy. Sacrament, when put 
to themas a Teſt ro diſtinguiſh the Members of 
this Church, from thoſe of any other oppolite 
Commun: And *tis to. be hoped we have very 
few that either for Honour or Preferment, would 
proſticute-their Conſcrences at that Holy Table. 

_ Now *this "Church may juſtly expect prote- 
Gtion from the Civil Goverment, as being incor- 
porated- ifito 1t : eſpecially if that -be true, that 
ſhe has Tepoſited: in the Government that Origi- 
nal right which ſhe anciently and juſtly exercisd, 
of: conſulting -and adjuſting her own Aﬀairs. _ 

And this Medzatorizl King does certainly:expect 

f the Magiſtrate in the Churches behalf, that 
he ſhould with all Diligence, promote her Intereſt 
| and 


Aſſes at Wincheſter. 31 


— 


A. Ds. 4 i 


and Safety ; enforcing her Diſcipline uporiher 


own Members, and being watchful over all he 
Enemies and Oppoſers. _ 3 , 
- But for the Magiſtrate to be unconcern'd.. 
ſach an Afﬀair, or to. be fo far over-awed by 
that empty and popular name of Moderation, 
as to encourage Men by impunity, to Oppoſe 
and Blaſpheme this Holy Inſtitution, to permit 
the Foundations of Chriſtianity to. be undermi- 
nd, her moſt yenerable Articles to be diſputed 
and ridicul'd, and every carnal and wanton mind . 
to. ſet up a Religion for it ſelf ; to let in all theſe 
Evils upon us, to make the Church a Hoſtage for 
the State ; to ſlacken her defence to gratifie her 
Enemues,. and.to retire from her in time of dan-- 
ger. | 
y Whether this-would be to kz{s the Son leſt we pe- 
riſh from the way ; os rather to betray him, and 
pull down this judgment upon aur ſelves, I leave 
you to conſider, | Te Bhiie tt 
Whilſt I heartily pray with our Church : (in 
which I know all the True Members of it will. 
Joyn with me) That it may pleaſe God to bleſs 
and keep the Magiſtrates, grving them grace to exe- 
cute Juſtice, and to maintam Truth, _ | 


F I N.IS.. 


Books Printed fir Will, Keblewhite at the Swan 
im St. Paul's Church-yard. 


C Exper Wiſeman's 8 Chirurgical Treatiſes Folio. 
\ 3 Monſieur Du Pius's Condemnation by the Archbi- 
ſhop'of Paris with his own Retratation 4to. 
Primitive Herefie Revived in the Faith and Practice 
of the People call. d Quakers, exc. 4to. | 
A Diſcourie thewing who they are that are now Qua- 
lified to Adminiſter Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, thelc 
ewo by the Author of the Snake in the Grals, 4to. 
 Aletter of Advice upon the Modern Argument of the 
lawſulneſs of Simple Fornication half Adultery and PUli- 
gamy 4to. 
The Deluſfi-ns and Errors of Antonia Bourignon and 
her growing Se&, detefted, which may ſerve tor a Dil: 
covery of all other Entauſtaſtical Impoſtures 4to, 
An Enquiry into the Nature, Neceſlity, and Evidence 
of Chriſtian Faith in ſeveral Eſſays, in Two Parts 8vo. 
Fifteen Sermons on feveral occaſions and upon various 
Subjects 8vo. Theſe three by Fohz Cockburn D. D. 
Biſhop King's Dilcqurie concerning the Inventions of 
Mien in the Worthip oi God, the 4th edition $yo. 
Mr. Cluttcrbuck's Vindication of the Liturgy, ec. $vo. 
Mr.Ray's Claſſical Nomenclaror for the uſe of Schools,8-. 
* Dr. Pope's Life of -Buhop Ward' 8vo. 
The Anatomy of the'Humane Body, or a ſhort and ful 
view of all the Parts of the body by James Keil!, M. Ds 
recommended by Dr. Zdward Tyſon.12mo. 
| An Examination of Dr. Berzet's Theory of the Earch, 
by John Keill A.M. of Bahol Colledge.in Oxford 8 vs. 
Printed at the Theatre. 


